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For a moment in time, they were one. 
Young and old, Muslim and Christian - 

Egyptians held hands 
around their cherished library in Alexandria, 

protecting it. 
It was January 2011.  

 
Relive that moment in 

Hands Around the Library: Protecting 
Egypt’s Treasured Books 

by Karen Leggett Abouraya and Susan L. Roth 
Dial Books for Young Readers  2012   

ISBN 978-0-8037-3747-1 (English and Arabic) 

*Kirkus Starred Review:  "Freedom and libraries: an 
essential combination … Extensive and accessible 

backmatter…  A stunning visual recreation of a recent 
historical event.” 

2013 Arab American Book Award 

2013 Notable Social Studies Trade Books 

2013 Bank Street College Best Children’s Books 

2013 CCBC Choices 

2013 Notable Books for a Global Society 
International Reading Association 

2013 National Council of Teachers of English Orbis 
Pictus Nonfiction Recommended Book 
 
2013 Best Books for Young Children -  Children's 
Africana Book Awards Committee (CABA) 
 
2013 Middle East Studies Assoc. Best Picture Book 
 
Additional historical information, photos, activities and 
discussion topics, Core Standards, libraries around the 
world and school/Skype visit information at 
www.handsaroundthelibrary.com.   

 

“Let us pick up our books and pens. One child, 
one teacher, one pen and one book  

can change the world.” 
Malala Yousafzai 
United Nations 

Malala Yousafzai: Warrior with Words 
by Karen Leggett Abouraya 
illustrated by Susan L. Roth 

Lee & Low 
ISBN 978-1-62014-838-9 

Spanish and English 

Kirkus: “…her words and her storytelling are 
clear and moving, revealing a real talent for 
understanding young audiences.”  
 
2015 and 2019 California Reading Association  

Eureka! Silver Honor Award 
 

2014 IBBY Sweden Peter Pan Prize for  
Books Translated into Swedish 

 
2020 Bank Street Best  

Children's Books of the Year 
 

2020 Bank Street College of Education  
Best Children’s Picture Books in Spanish 

 
 

 


